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Crazy Love 
 

 There’s a running joke in my family about television shows.  If we watch it, it’ll inevitably be cancelled 
before its time.  This season is no different!  FlashForward (one season), Dollhouse (one and a half seasons), The 
Bonnie Hunt Show (two seasons)…all gone.  Between losing those shows, 24 ending, and dropping the amazingly 
bad remake of V, there’s not a whole lot left for our Tivo to do!   
 

 Perhaps, though, that’s not a bad thing.  I’ve recently been reading the book Crazy Love by Francis Chan, a 
pastor in Simi Valley, California.  The book really puts the question to the reader: what would it mean to take Jesus 
at His word?  What would it be to take Him literally?  By literally, I don’t mean thinking that every parable He told 
was actually true or that He didn’t use speaking devices such as hyperbole, but seriously considering His call to 
radical and complete obedience to God despite the costs and the potential ridicule.  As Chan puts it,  
 

I wrote this book because much of our talk doesn’t match our lives.  We say things like, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me” and “Trust in the Lord with all your heart.”  Then we live and plan like 
we don’t believe God even exists.  We try to set our lives up so everything will be fine even if God doesn’t 
come through.  But true faith means holding nothing back.  It means putting every hope in God’s fidelity to 
His promises. 
 

 What I realized when I was reading Crazy Love was that, in spite of the fact that I minister at the church and 
help people with their spiritual lives and read the Bible and pray, I often put up barriers between “God time” and 
“my time.”  That doesn’t mean that one doesn’t influence the other; in my “personal” time I still try to do things 
that would be God-honoring, or at least not sinful or disappointing to Him.  But ultimately, there’s still that line 
where I have two lives – one that’s focused on God, the other that’s focused on me with a little God sprinkled in. 
 

 What would it be like if that line were erased or more blurred than it is right now?  I wonder about that.  
Everyone needs time to relax and decompress from work and the difficulties of life…but a lot of our entertainment 
is simply an escape.  What are we escaping from?  And perhaps more importantly, shouldn’t we be escaping to the 
loving arms of the God who created us and wants to nurture us?   
 

 I’m not advocating throwing away the TV set or the cable or the Internet.  But what I am thinking about is 
not finding replacements for those cancelled TV series.  What would it mean if we took out even a half-hour of TV 
viewing each day – the average American watches five hours of television a day, believe it or not – and prayed 
then?  Another half-hour and read the Bible or sang a praise song or talked with our kids about God?  What would 
it mean if we didn’t hold back anything for ourselves but gave ourselves totally over to God and let Him dictate 
how we spend our days?  As we head into the summer filled with reruns, now is the time to make that change.  Our 
lives might look a lot different…and be the better for it.   
 

 Your friend and fellow servant in Christ,   

  

 Pastor Jason 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GRADUATES: 
 Ryan Alm  —  Graduating from Anchor Bay High School 
 Sneha George — Wayne State University, Music Education 
 James Cascio  —  Degree in Business Administration from Baker College 



2 

OUTREACH 
Thank you for supporting the annual Crop Walk for hun-
ger.  Our church had nine walkers and raised over 
$900.  Andrew Byks was the top fund raiser followed by 
Gay & Ed Rapin.  The entire walk had 135 walkers and 
totaled nearly  $18,000.  Many local food pantries and 
meal programs benefited from the walk.  Church of the 
Covenant Food Pantry is one of the recipients of local 
funds from the walk. 

  

The young children in the two Head Start classes at 
Carcanord Elementary School were very excited to re-
ceive the sand pails filled with small summer gifts given 
by our church.   The gifts were delivered on May 26 by 
Jerri Portlance, Gary & Gloria Cynowa and Ed Rapin.   

ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES 
 

We have just completed the May monthly 
food order with 61 boxes.  27 of those 
were the famous signature boxes. Along 
with our direct face-to-face ordering right 
at church, the online method continues to save our cus-
tomers time and gas money from having to make a trip 
to our church just to order, and they can use their food 
stamp EBT bridge card or a credit or debit card to do 
so.  
 

May's delivery date was Saturday the 22nd.  We would 
like to thank our early morning 8:20 a.m. pick-up and 
delivery crew of Curt Reynolds, Ed Rapin, Dan Zale and 
Brian, and Gary Cynowa at the new Nazarene ware-
house on Groesbeck just north of 14 Mile Road. Thanks 
also go to the hard-working box and carry team led by 
Gloria Cynowa, Mary Lechniak, Maxine Stephenson 
and Tracy Cascio who also set the tables and chairs 
back up when we had finished serving our AFM cus-
tomers to make it easier for nighttime euchre organized 
by Covenant's own Phyllis Haase.      
 

Orders for June's AFM regular menu, prepared by 
Dorothy Joseph and listed on our Covenant website by 
Ed Rapin, started on May 22nd and run through Sun-
day, June 20th.  Along with the usual menu boxes, 
there are also two special kid boxes and a new Bit-o'-
Blessing box worthy of your consideration for purchase 
as well.  Delivery will be made on Saturday, June 26th.  
If you would like to help with the 8:20 a.m. food pick-up 
at the Nazarene warehouse, or help the set-up crew at 
Covenant at 9:30 a.m., please let Gary Cynowa know 
after the Covenant Sunday services or give him a call at 
(586) 291-0399.  We also are in need of good, sturdy, 
large cardboard boxes for our AFM signature box pack-
ing; please bring some to church with you if you have 
any available from home or work. 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
On Saturday, June 19th, the Women’s Fellowship 
Breakfast will be not be a Breakfast, but will be a 
mid-day meal.  We will be assembling at 11:27  
a.m., with an Italian spaghetti luncheon being 
served at noon.  Brittney Farnsworth will be our 
chef and Emily Simmons and Sneha George will 
be assisting her in set up and serving.  They will 
also be errand runners with Brittney, since the 
co-hostess for that day has a hairline fracture and 
is turning everything over to the younger set at 
Church of the Covenant.  Hopefully this will en-
courage ALL of the young ladies to join us for this 
luncheon.  I am sure it will be a delicious meal.  
Please contact Barbara O’Mara via email at miz-
zy1125@wowway.net or see her on Sunday 
mornings to be included in this event.   

2nd. SATURDAY BREAKFAST  
A few families are getting together monthly for a 
family breakfast at the Ram's Horn on 23 Mile 
Road and Card.  We invite everyone to attend the 
next one on Saturday, June 12 at 9:00 AM.   

RAISE THE ROOF   

Thank you for the many generous donations and 
pledges to the Raise the Roof campaign.  We 
have raised the last $5,000 and the  $5,000 
matching pledge was paid.   Now the  church 
roof can be replaced.   
The work will start on May 26, weather permit-
ting, and will be done in 4-5 days.  Please pray 
for the contractors doing the work, and come 
and see the new roof.   We will  celebrate the 
completion of the roof with an event in June. 
More details will soon be available at church.  

COMING EVENTS: 
BRING A FRIEND BRUNCH  
After church on Sunday, June 6 there will be a 
breakfast served for all.  Richard Kordas and 
helpers will prepare a delicious meal.  Please 
stay and enjoy this meal with your church family.   
This would be a good time to bring a friend or 
visitor to church.   

CRAFT SHOW 
Utica Methodist Church is having its annual Fall 
Craft Show on Saturday, October 30, 2010.  They 
are looking for crafters of handmade items to rent 
table space to sell their wares.  If you are inter-
ested, contact Brenda at barrenda@wowway. 
com. Or call her at 586-254-3667. 
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CHURCH OF THE COVENANT VOLUNTEERS  

                     Head Usher — Gloria Cynowa                         Elder of Month —   

 June 6 June 13 June 20 June 27 

Ushers Simmons Family Jill & Mike Alm Curt & Vicki Reynolds Mary Ann Krause & 
Jeanne Steckman 

Greeters Mary Ann Krause Jeanne Steckman Gloria Cynowa Gloria Cynowa 

Coffee 

Hour 
Phyllis & Norm 
Haase 

Catha Huff 
Sandy VanVyve & Jill 
Scott 

Men’s Group 

Cookies 
Denise Tilly & Mary 
Ann Krause 

Jeanne Steckman & 
Diana Byks 

Maxine Stephenson 
Melanie Greer & 
Tammy/Sue 
Simmons 

Nursery  Please Contact Usher for  Assistance  

Covenant June Birthdays 
 

June 1  Jared Remesz 
June 3  Carol Herhilan 
June 5  Connie Fuller 

June 11 Brenden Schade 

June 14 Helayna Fuller 
  Catha Huff 
  Megan Scott 

June 17 Kien Portlance 
  Dorothy Joseph 

June 18 Mary Jane Harcourt 
  Lara Ragsdale 

June 19 Joani Kepseu 
Jill Zech 

June 22  Carol Farnsworth 

June 23 Sandy VanVyve 

June 24 Scottie Walls 

June 29 Ruth McGraw 
 

Covenant June Anniversaries 
 

June 1      Richard and Betty Kordas 
June 6      Steve and Mary Jane Harcourt 
June 8      Hubert and Lydie Kepseu 
June 15    Gary and Gloria Cynowa 
June 18    Dave and Bonnie Milam 
June 21    Walt & Dorothy Morton 
 

(If we have missed any important event, 
please let the church office or a deacon 

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE 

PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:  

Armed Forces Members, including:   Mark 
 Alm,  Matthew Fifield & Paul Farmer 
June Begin 
Al and Joe (medical treatments) 
Anthony & Leda Byks  
Martha Cook 
Phyllis Lloyd Downs 
John Gigante (Chris DeGroot’s father) 
Norm Haase 
Alise Heslin, niece of Ed P. 
Evelyn Jasmund 
Ron Joseph 
Ruth McGraw 
Barbara O’Mara 
Peace in the World 
Pauline 
People of Chile & Haiti following earthquakes 
Betty Radcliffe  
Louise Sainsbury 
Neil Stephenson 

Praise the Lord for the birth of Brooklyn Faith 
Chadwick on May 5, 2010.  She weighed 6# 11oz and 
was 19 1/2” long.  Her proud parents are Barbara & 
Kevin Chadwick and grandparents are Ed & Annetta 
Pokrzywinski. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

THE ARK – VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
ALL YEAR LONG!!! 
The ARK is a great place to be on Sunday morning 
all summer long.  In June we will finish our “Take 
the Plunge” curriculum.  In July and August we have 
a fun camping adventure planned for the rest of the 
summer.  Each Sunday we learn about people and 
events in the bible through stories, songs, games, 

crafts and snacks.  PLUS – You don’t 
want to miss “The Nick and Cooper 
Show”.  Nick is sure to have some crazy 
questions for Cooper and you won’t want 
to miss what happens next!  
 

BIBLE PRESENTATION 
Helayna Fuller, James Cascio and Jason Joseph will 
receive their Bibles on Sunday June 6, 2010 during 
our church service.  This is an important step as they 
receive their own personal copy of this book to read 
and study as they continue to learn more about God. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 
Congratulations to Ryan Alm, Sneha George and 
James Cascio, Sr. as they graduate this year.  Good 
luck to you in your future endeavors.  
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE – 
WE NEED YOU! 
The Christian Education Committee is looking for 
new members with helping hands and great ideas.  
We welcome everyone who was a kid, has kids, has 
grandkids, or is still a kid themselves (you should be 
able to find yourself in this list somewhere).  Please 
see Connie Fuller, Diana Byks or Barbara Chadwick 
for more information about our committee and meet-
ing times.  We appreciate your continued support as 
we strive to provide creative, fun and educational 
learning opportunities for Church of the Covenant. 
 

IN MEMORY 
 

As we celebrated Memorial Day, we remember those  
friends and members of Church of the Covenant who 
have gone to their Eternal Rest: 
 

Gordon Parker  3/21/99 
Clendon Krause  9/14/01 
Donald Plonkey  8/11/03 
James Simmons  1/3/04 
Melissa Smith   2005 
Juanita Volz   6/21/05 
Roland Keebler  8/5/05 
Jennifer Cynowa  9/23/05 
Robert Churley  6/4/06 
(Eleanor) Louise Steckman 7/29/06 
Chuck Beckas   10/21/06 
Frederick Wyllie  7/20/07 
Dorothy Wyllie   8/3/07 
Michael Portlance  8/14/08 
Elizabeth (Betty) Lynch 11/27/09 

BIBLE STUDY 

A morning study group meets at 10 am on 
the 2nd and 4th. Wednesday of each month.  
This group is following a study and discus-
sion titled “The “Miracles of Jesus”. 
 

An evening Bible study is meeting at 7 pm on Wednes-
day nights through the end of June.   This group is 
learning through a video and discussion series titled 
“The Last Days of Jesus”. 
 

No matter how little or how much you know about the 
Bible, in a Bible study you are guaranteed to learn 
something new and grow friendships with others in the 
church.  

TALK BACK TO THE PASTOR 
Ever had a question that didn’t get answered in 
the sermon?  Had a quandary about a biblical 
passage you encountered during the week?  Not 
sure where to find some answers?  Then you 
will want to stick around each Sunday for Talk-
back!  Beginning June 13 at 11:35 am following 
the service, Pastor Jason will be leading a time 
in the sanctuary where you can ask questions 
and study the sermon topics a bit more in depth.  
Even if your issue wasn’t exactly covered in the 
service, it’s fair game!  Come join in as we share 
fellowship around the Word of God.  

JUNE SERMONS & SCRIPTURES 
June 6 

Sermon “Denied” 
Scriptures Psalm 32:15; Acts 4:1-14; Luke  
  22:54-62 

June 13 
Sermon “Tried” 
Scriptures Psalm 22:1-11; 1 Peter 3:8-17; Luke  
  22:63-23:12 

June 20 
Sermon “Condemned” 
Scriptures Isaiah 53; Amos 5 
  15-1-5, 21-24; Luke 23:13-25 

June 27 
Sermon “Crucified” 
Scriptures Psalm 22:12-21; Romans 8:31- 
  39; Luke 23:26-56 
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23401 23 Mile Road, Macomb Twp., MI 48042 
(586) 948-2440        www.covenantmacomb.org 

Pastor Jason Huff 

EUCHRE NIGHT 
Everyone is invited to come and play Euchre at 
Church of the Covenant on Saturday, June 26 at 5:30 
pm. Cost is $5.00 and all skill levels are welcome.  Re-
freshments are for sale and prizes are given.  Please 
come on time as seats fill up fast.  

SENIOR CARD CLUB & LUNCH 

If you are interested in getting out for conversation 
and playing cards, we have a new ministry for seniors.  
On the 2nd. and 4th. Tuesdays of every month you 
are invited to come and play Euchre or Pinochle.  
Bring a sack lunch and coffee will be available.  There 
is a 50 cent donation to defray expenses.  This group 
is open to everyone in the community; 
see Phyllis Haase if you have questions. Contemporary Worship  Sun. 10 a.m. 

 

Come and praise the Lord 
 

Sunday Morning Classes for Children  
 

Coffee hour after service   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

 

 

 

7 pm Worship and 
Outreach Committees 

2 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Bible Study  

3 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Praise Team 

4 

 
5 

 

6 

9am Music Rehearsal 
10am Worship & 
Communion 
 

Bring a Friend Brunch 
11:30 
 

7 

 

 

 
 
 
7pm AA Meeting 

8 

 
11-2 Senior Cards 
 
 
 
7 pm Session 

9 

 
10 am Bible Study 
 
 
 
7 pm Bible Study  

10 

 

 

 

 
 
7 pm Praise Team 

11 12 

9 am Family Break-
fast at Ram’s Horn, 
23 Mi & Card 

13 

9am Music Rehearsal 
10am Worship 
 

Talkback with the 
Pastor 11:35am 
 

14 

 

 

 
 
7pm AA Meeting 

15 

 

 
 
 
7 pm Deacons  

16 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7 pm Bible Study  

17 

 

 
 
 
7 pm Praise Team 

18 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

Women’s Lunch 
11:27 am at Church 
 

20 

9am Music Rehearsal 
10am Worship  
 

Talkback with the 
Pastor 11:35am 

21 

 
 
 
 
 
7pm AA Meeting 

12 

 
11-2 Senior Cards 
 
 
 

23 

 

10 am Bible Study 
 
 

7 pm Bible Study 

24 

 

 
 
 
7 pm Praise Team 

25 

 

 

 

  

26 

9:30-10:30 Angel 
Food pack boxes  
10:30-12 Angel Food 
Delivery 
 

Euchre 5:30 pm 

27 

9am Music Rehearsal 
10am Worship 
 

Talkback with the 
Pastor 11:35am 

28 

 

 

 

7pm AA Meeting 

29 

 

 

 

7 pm Adm. & Building 
and Grounds 

30 

 

 

 

7 pm Bible Study 

  

 

 

JUNE 2010 

Memorial Day 
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""""WHO ARE WE PRESBYTERIANS?" Part 3 

Presbyterians are CARING PEOPLE 
Besides annual receipts from congregations and income from endowments, additional special funds are re-

ceived each year that make particular ministries possible. These include funds received through Selected Giv-

ing Programs and the Special Gifts Program, through the Hunger Fund, Presbyterian Women's Birthday Offer-

ing (spring) and Thank Offering (fall), and through four special church wide offerings: One Great Hour of Shar-

ing, divided among Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Self-Development of People, and the Presbyterian Hun-

ger Program; the Christmas Joy Offering, which supports racial ethnic schools and assistance programs of the 

Board of Pensions; the Peacemaking Offering to support peace education and peacemaking efforts throughout 

the denomination; and the Pentecost Offering to support ministries with youth and young adults and children at 

risk.  

Presbyterians are LOOKING TOWARD the FUTURE 

Presbyterians in the 21st century have a vision of ministry that is vibrant and inviting and reflects the love and 

justice of Jesus Christ.   The denomination has set four mission priorities for the next phase of our life as the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.):  

Evangelism and Witness - We are called to invite all people to faith, repentance and the abundant life of God 

in Jesus Christ, to encourage congregations in joyfully sharing the gospel, and through the power of the Holy 

Spirit to grow in membership and discipleship.  

Justice and Compassion - We are called to address wrongs in every aspect of life and the whole of creation, 

intentionally working with and on behalf of poor, oppressed and disadvantaged people as did Jesus Christ, 

even at risk to our corporate and personal lives. 

Spirituality and Discipleship- We are called to deeper discipleship through Scripture, worship, prayer, study, 

stewardship and service and to rely on the Holy Spirit to mold our lives more and more into the likeness of Je-

sus Christ. 

Leadership and Vocation - We are called to lead by Jesus Christ's example, to identify spiritual gifts and to 

equip and support Christians of all ages for faithful and effective servant leadership in all parts of the body of 

Christ.  

With the knowledge that in life and death we belong to God, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) contin-

ues the journey with hope and confidence as we move toward a third century of witness and service to 

a world in need of love.         

From pcusa website/Presbyterian 101 


