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Pray, Pray, Pray

Cliff Barrows spent 65 years as the music direfiiothe Billy Graham Team, leading worship at cdes
around the globe. He also became the unofficiedygr historian™ about the ministry, and what hareh is fasci-
nating. In his own words fromecision Magazinén 2005, he said, “Pray, pray, pray. That isgheatest need of
our ministry still today. It's not organization great corporate structures or design strategy.ofAthat is good,
but we've got to humble ourselves before God andhmiemphasis on prayer. Any ministry or orgatnirain
Christian work is only as powerful as the praygr ¢f its leaders.”

This has become the philosophy behind the crusadesre churches are contacted months — sometimes
years — in advance to begin praying that heartddMoe touched when the crusade arrives. The ctbhseime, the
greater the emphasis becomes on prayer...peoplengraypund the clock for God to move in people’gdithat
they might repent and believe and become faithdigles for Jesus Christ.

This follows the biblical mandate to pray. 1 Témenians 5:17 says, “Pray continually.” As Jarmds!-
16 says, “Is any one of you sick? He should ca&ldlders of the church to pray over him and armimtwith oil in
the name of the Lord\nd the prayer offered in faith will make the sis&rson well; the Lord will raise him up. If
he has sinned, he will be forgiva@rherefore confess your sins to each other and foragach other so that you
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man iedawand effective.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 recordsdGéimself
saying, “If my people, who are called by my namd| humble themselves and pray and seek my facetamd
from their wicked ways, then will | hear from heawend will forgive their sin and will heal theimd.” God hears
and responds to humble, honest prayer. When wefpraHis will to be done in our church and our goommity,
we know He will answer!

That said, prayer is intimidating for many of uéd/e feel like we don’t have the right vocabulany.we
grew up in formal church settings where the pagtayed eloquently — usually prayers written in acheaspecifi-
cally for the services — our words seem inadegoteomparison. But God isn’t worried about the @#you use.
In fact, Jesus warned against praying long prayerant to glorify ourselves. He taught His discytie pray sim-
ply. As Cliff Barrows summed it up, “You don't Faw be formal in your prayers. You may not besdbl pray
like your pastor prays, but just talk to your hedyeFather...like you would talk to your earthly fathor your
dearest friend. That's who Jesus is, and He'sacned about us."

While we certainly pray at Church of the Covenars, safe to say that we are not yet a true hafse
prayer, where we as a congregation see the vitafity importance of prayer and practice it togethEne only
thing necessary for that to change is for us te @tion and do it. As such, | am declaring Friddgy 14" as
Covenant Prayer Day We will have signup sheets for people to come jgray from 8am to 8pm in half-hour
slots. There will be prayer guides available, @il as music and other aids so that you can hameamingful time
with God. | encourage friends to sign up togeseethat they can pray together as a group can eg®wne an-
other in prayer. As Matthew 18:19-20 says, “I t@l that if two of you on earth agree about any-
thing you ask for, it will be done for you by mytkar in heaven. For where two or three come
gether in my name, there am | with them.” | amkiag forward to sharing this time in prayer wj
you!

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Jason



Thank you for the many generous donations
and pledges to the Raise the Roof campaign.
During the last eight months we have col-
lected almost two thirds of the amount needed
to replace our church roof this summer. We
only need $10,000 more to meet the goal so
the roof can be replaced.

Good News! Recently a donor pledged
$5,000 if the church can raise a matching
amount of $5,000. Please contribute to the
fund now. Your donations will be doubled if
we receive this matching amount. We have
selected a contractor who has good refer-
ences from other churches, and plan to start
the work in June. G

BRUNCH AFTER CHURCH

After church on Sunday, May 2 there will be a
breakfast served for all after church. Richard
Kordas and helpers will prepare a delicious meal
for all to share. Please stay and enjoy this meal
with your church family.  Following the meal,
some church folks will be leaving to walk in the
Crop Walk in Mt. Clemens.

May 2
Sermon — “Pride and Poverty”

Scriptures — Isaiah 55:1-7; 1 John 2:15-17; and
Luke 20:45-21:4
May 9
Sermon — “Standing Before the Son of Man”
Scripture — Malachi 3:16-4:6; 2 Peter 3:9-15; and
Luke 21:5-36
May 16
Sermon — “The Lamb Who was Slain”
Scripture — Exodus 12:1-14; Revelation 5:11-14;
and Luke 22:1-23
May 23
Sermon — “The Greatest Becomes The Least”
Scripture — Psalm 119:132-135; Philippians 2:5-
11 and Luke 22:24-38
May 30
Sermon — “The Long, Dark Night of The Soul”
Scripture — Psalm 31:9-16; 1 Peter 4:12-19 and
Luke 22:39-54

Many people have started getting together
monthly for a family breakfast at the Ram's Horn
on 23 Mile Road and Card. We invite everyone
to attend the next one on Saturday, May 8 at 9:00
AM. See you there.
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FRIDAY, May 21 at 7:00 PM
FAMILY MOVIE on big screen
FREE POP AND POPCORN
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Armed Forces Members, including: Mark
Alm, Matthew Fifield & Paul Farmer

Ryan Alm

June Begin

Al and Joe (medical treatments)

Anthony & Leda Byks

Martha Cook

Phyllis Lloyd Downs

John Gigante (Chris DeGroot’s father)

Norm Haase

Alise Heslin, niece of Ed P.

Evelyn Jasmund

Ron Joseph

Ruth McGraw

Lisa Patti's Father

Peace in the World

Pauline

People of Chile & Haiti following earthquakes

Putt Family in death of John’s brother

Betty Radcliffe

Louise Sainsbury

Neil Stephenson

Jeremy Swix

Emily Woodward
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Head Usher — Gloria Cynowa

Elder of Month —

May 2 May 9 May 16 May 23 May 30
. Ed & Annetta David & Margaret . .
Ed & Gay Rapin Pokrzywinski Neebes Jill & Mike Alm
Jerri Portlance Sandi Haapala Gloria Cynowa Gary & Gloria Steve & Mary Jane
Cynowa Harcourt

Connie & Jeff Fuller

Mary Jane
Harcourt

Mary Ann Krause &

Jerri Portlance Jeanne Steckman

Gay & Ed Rapin

#3$

After Church
Breakfast

Gloria Cynowa &
Phyllis Haase

Jerri Portlance &
Jill Scott

Jean Plonkey &

Loraine Remesz Margaret Neebes

%

Please

Contact Usher for

Assistance




THE ARK - VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
ALL YEAR LONG!!!

Join us each Sunday in the ARK as we “Take
the Plunge” to learn more about Jesus. Each
Sunday we learn about people and events in
the bible through stories, songs, games, crafts
and snacks. PLUS — Make sure to attend
each week for another exciting episode of
“The Nick and Cooper Show”.
You never know what crazy
guestions Nick will have for Coo-
per next!

EASTER EGG HUNT

Children young and old had a great time at our
Annual Easter Egg Hunt after our Sunday wor-
ship service on Easter morning. Everyone en-
joyed the great surprises they found in their
eggs on the church lawn. Thanks to all those
who filled eggs for this annual event.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE -
WE NEED YOU!

The Christian Education Committee is looking
for new members with helping hands and
great ideas. We welcome everyone who was
a kid, has kids, has grandkids, or is still a kid
themselves (you should be able to find your-
self in this list somewhere). Please see Con-
nie Fuller, Diana Byks or Barbara Chadwick
for more information about our committee and
meeting times. We appreciate your continued
support as we strive to provide creative, fun
and educational learning opportunities for
Church of the Covenant.

Come join your church friends and learn more
about the Bible and how to keep Jesus in our
daily lives.

A morning study group meets at 10 am on the
2nd and 4th. Wednesday of each month. This
group is following a study and discussion titled
“The “Miracles of Jesus”.

An evening Bible study meets at 7 pm on
Wednesday nights. This group is learning
through a video and discussion series titled
“The Forgiveness of Jesus”.

There are three Presbytery of Detroit Mission opportuni-
ties planned. The first is a return trip to Pearlington,
MS. We will leave on Saturday, May 15 and arrive in
New Orleans at the Olive Tree camp where we will be
staying on May 16. We will work in Pearlington from
May 17-21 and leave for the return drive May 22, arriv-
ing home the 23rd. If you are interested in participating
please contact Mary or Judy at the numbers below.

The second trip is to Austell, GA. to help clean up due
to severe flooding. This trip will require 1 day travel
south on Sunday, May 16, work in Austell May 17-21
and 1 day travel home on May 22. If you are interested
in this trip, please contact Mary Lloyd.

The third mission trip is to New Orleans from October
30 to November 7. We have reserved 45 spots in New
Orleans Olive Tree camp once again. | will have more
details as that date approaches.

If you are interested in any of the trips, or if you have
any questions, please contact one of us as soon as
possible. Thank you for your past service and | hope to
see you again in the future.

Blessings from Julie Smith (248-335-6866); Judy Cotter
(248-594-1410); and Mary Lloyd (313-247-0792).

The Crop Walk for hunger is on Sunday,
May 2. Registration forms are available
after church. There is a 1 mile and a 5
mile route, starting and ending at First
Presbyterian in Mt. Clemens. Please con-
sider walking with your family or a friend. One quar-
ter of all the funds raised stays in the local area, and
Church of the Covenant Food Pantry is one of the
recipients of local funds from the walk.

During May the Outreach Committee will be collect-
ing funds to provide an end of year gift for each of the
18 small children child in the Head Start class we
sponsor. The gift will be a sand pail, shovel, bubbles,
play dough and a jump rope. If there is enough
money collected, we will give gifts to the morning
class as well as to the afternoon class that we spon-
sored with backpacks in the Fall. G

& ' &
The Women'’s Fellowship Group met on Saturday, April
17 at 9:27 am at the church. The hostesses were An-
netta Pokrzywinski & Gloria Cynowa. We enjoyed
brunch together and made a ribbon bookmark. Please
plan to attend the next meeting on June 19.



Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

9am Music Rehearsal
10am Worship &
Communion

Church Brunch 11:30

Crop Walk 2pm 7 pm Worship and

7pm AA Meeting Outreach Committees

7 pm Bible Study

7 pm Praise team

9 am Family Break-
fast at Ram’s Horn,
23 Mi & Card

9am Music Rehearsal

10am Worship 11-2 Senior Cards

7pm AA Meeting 7 pm Session

10 am Bible Study

7 pm Bible Study

7 pm Praise team

COVENANT DAY OF
PRAYER
8amto 8 pm

9am Music Rehearsal
10am Worship

7pm AA Meeting

7 pm Deacons
7 pm Bible Study

7 pm Praise team

7 pm Family Movie
Night

9:30-10:30 Angel
Food pack boxes
10:30-12 Angel Food
Delivery

Euchre 5:30 pm

9am Music Rehearsal

10am Worship 11-2 Senior Cards

7 pm Adm. & Building

7pm AA Meeting
and Grounds

10 am Bible Study

7 pm Bible Study

7 pm Praise team

Euchre 5:30 pm

9am Music Re-
hearsal

10am Worship 7pm AA Meeting

(

If you are interested in making new friends and play-
ing cards, we have a new ministry for seniors. On the
2nd. and 4th. Tuesdays of every month you are in-
vited to come and play Euchre or Pinochle. Bring a
sack lunch and coffee will be available. There is a 50
cent donation to defray expenses. This group is open
to everyone in the community; see Phyllis
Haase if you have questions.

Everyone is invited to come and play Euchre at
Church of the Covenant on Saturday, May 22 and Sat-
urday, May 29 at 5:30 pm. Cost is $5.00 and all skill
levels are welcome. Refreshments are for sale and
prizes are given. Please come on time as seats fill up
fast. 5

Contemporary Worship Sun. 10 a.m.

Come and praise the Lord

Sunday Morning Classes for Children

Coffee hour after service

23401 23 Mile Road, Macomb Twp., Ml 48042
www.covenantmacomb.org
Pastor Jason Huff

(586) 948-2440




WHO ARE WE PRESBYTERIANS?" Part 2
Presbyterians are ATTUNED to the TIMES

Our style for doing mission is biblically based and historically appropri-

ate. It builds solidly on our past commitments and mission experience,
but it also adapts to newly emerging needs and to changing relationships in a sensi-
tive manner. Mission in the United States is decentralized as much as possible, deter-
mined by and administered at the appropriate level of the 16 regional synods, the 173
presbyteries, and the more than 11,000 congregations. Beyond our borders, we en-
gage in mission and relations in partnership with churches and ecumenical bodies in
more than 70 countries and territories in Latin America and the Caribbean, Africa, the
Middle East and Europe, Central, South, and Southeast Asia and East Asia and the
Pacific.

Our witness, corporately and individually, is rooted in the gospel ministries of preach-
ing, teaching, and healing, and in Christ's example of advocacy for the poor, the hun-

gry and the oppressed

Presbyterians are SERVING PEOPLE

As far back as 1837 the General Assembly declared that the church, by its very na-
ture, is a missionary society whose purpose is to share the love of God in Jesus Christ
in word and deed and with all the world. Witnessing to the good news of Jesus Christ
throughout the world, Presbyterians engage in mission activities, seek to alleviate
hunger, foster self-development, respond to disasters, support mission works, preach
the gospel, heal the sick and educate new generations for the future. In partnership
with more than 165 churches and Christian organizations around the world, the mis-
sionary efforts of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) involve nearly 300 volunteers and
compensated personnel. A host of other dedicated workers includes mission special-
Ists and contract associates; Presbyterian Church members working for overseas em-
ployers, recognized as having strategic roles with missionary intent; binational ser-
vants, who advocate the insights of one culture while living in another; and overseas
Christians enabled by Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) funds and ecumenical planning to
go in mission with congregations and presbyteries in the United States.

From pcusa website/Presbyterian 101



