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What | Learned On My Summer Vacation

Many of you have been to Mackinac Island at some point in your lives. It's one of those perennial
“must-see” places in Michigan. When | was at Presbytery on Tuesday night and commented on our trip,
a friend there mentioned how he and his family have gone there every year for the past twenty-seven
years. Talk about an annual event!

There are a couple of playgrounds on the island, and it was there that we found the most conver-
sation. Other parents were bringing their kids to get out some energy, and it made for a nice change
from the hustle and bustle of Main Street. In our discussions, what | found interesting was how every-
body mentioned the possibility of staying at the Grand Hotel. As Catha said, “It's on everybody’s bucket
list.” A documentary playing on the island’s cable network gives all the details of how meticulously each
room is cared for. | guess if you're going to pay $500 a night, it better be perfect!

But at the same time, it struck me that it's also a bit sad. We finagled a special rate so we could
stay on the island a couple of nights, which made the stay far more enjoyable. It wasn'’t a perfect hotel —
the wood trim out on the patio had seen better days — but it was comfortable and reasonable, and we
had a wonderful time. It made for easy access to everything on the island. And let's be honest here —
when you can bicycle around the perimeter of the entire island in less than an hour and a half, as Catha
and Jackson did, no place is all that far away. A little bit of paradise none of us could complain about...
except that, even in paradise, the grass (or the hotel) is greener on the other side of the island.

What it made me appreciate is just how different our experience of God is. We all get God’s best
all the time. God doesn’t love me more because I'm a pastor or less because of my sins; He just loves
me, period, with a love that is perfect. He loves all of His children the same way. There is no need to
get tied up with jealousy because God desires for all of us to repent and come to Him and receive a
share in His kingdom. Matthew 20 tells the parable of the workmen who were hired at various times
throughout the day to tend a vineyard, yet each received a full day’s wages. The parable teaches us that
God is gracious and gives all believers the same reward of eternal life. It's something we can’t earn, yet
God gives it to us for free.

| don't believe there’s going to be any “Grand Hotel” envy in the Kingdom of God. In fact, | be-
lieve the only negative emotion we might encounter in the Kingdom is that there will be no more witness-
ing to those outside urging them to come in and join in the splendor of God’s goodness. This month,
we’re going to be talking about simple ways we can show our love for Jesus to others in real and practi-
cal ways that will also be invitational — avenues by which we can encourage others to learn about Christ,
turn from sin, and find salvation. You won’t want to miss any of it...because once God’s Spirit sets you
on fire to share Him with others, you won't be satisfied until you do! And when you do, you know that
there’s the real possibility that the person you share your faith with

may be waiting to thank you for sharing when you reach eternity. |

can guarantee you that the accommodations will be spectacular! ROAST PORK & BEEF
So what God has taught you during your summer vaca- DINNER

tion? I'm eager to know! SAT, SEPT. 18 2-5PM

$10 ADULT, $20 FAMILY

Your brother in Christ, COME & BRING Eriends

Pastor Jason



SERMONS FOR SEPTEMBER
Sept. 5

Sermon Irresistible Evangelism: Teeing Up

Sept. 12

Sermon Irresistible Evangelism: The Driver

Sept. 19

Sermon Irresistible Evangelism: the Iron

Sept. 26

Sermon Irresistible Evangelism: the Wedge

TALK BACK WITH THE PASTOR

Ever had a question that didn't get answered in
the sermon or had a quandary about a biblical
passage you encountered? Not sure where to
find some answers? Then you will want to stick
around each Sunday for Talkback! Following the
service, Pastor Jason will be available in the Fel-
lowship Area so you may ask questions and
study the sermon topics a bit more. Even if your
issue wasn't exactly covered in the service, it's
fair game! Come join in as we share fellowship
around the Word of God.

STEWARDSHIP TIME

The fall season is just around the corner. This
time of year also brings us to begin thinking
about our financial commitment for next year.
The Stewardship Committee will be presenting
information early this year in order to allow us to
start a new Sermon Series, “The Story”, without
interruption in October.

The Committee will be asking you to make a 15
month commitment beginning in October.

We invite everyone to attend our Stewardship
presentation immediately following the Worship
Service on September 12". The Stewardship
Committee will make short presentations during
the Worship Services on September 19" and
26". On Sunday, October 3™ we ask the entire
congregation to present their pledges on Commit-
ment Sunday.

Please join us for these presentations as we
share information on our financial needs and en-
joy some time thinking about where we have
been and where we are heading.

ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES

For our AFM August monthly food order we
had a total of 41 boxes. While we still get
regular requests for limited free food from our
pantry, we have noticed as have other host
churches in our area a reduced number of
AFM orders. AFM was concerned enough
that on August 24th at the Warren Woods Hope Pantry
on Groesbeck it sent its Vice-President Ron Kosar in
charge of logistics to meet with us and discuss any is-
sues or ideas we may have. From him we learned that
AFM had several contracting companies that tried to
take advantage of the AFM program because we were
a "Christian organization” that would not notice that they
were altering the quantity and quality of the products,
especially the frozen meats. They are going to solve
this problem in large part by placing the regular signa-
ture items in a pre-packed box like the other specials to
increase quantity and quality control starting with Sep-
tember's delivery. He also talked about the problems
that they have had securing good drivers for delivery.

Special thanks go to Gary Cynowa, Curt Reynolds, and
Ed Rapin for picking up the food boxes at the new
Nazarene warehouse and bringing them to Covenant
on August 28th. Special thanks also go to the set-up
and packing crew of Tracy Cascio, Gloria Cynowa,
Mary Lechniak, Gay Rapin, and Maxine Stephenson for
a job well done on that Saturday. The day was made
even more interesting when the truck arrived at the
warehouse twenty minutes late.

Orders from September's AFM menu, prepared by
Dorothy Joseph and listed on our Covenant website by
Ed Rapin, started on Saturday, August 28th and run
through Sunday, September 19th at church and online.
This menu features a new bigger Blessing box with ex-
tra items. Delivery will be made on Saturday, Septem-
ber 25th. Actual delivery time yet to be officially deter-
mined.

If you would like to help with the food pick-up at the
warehouse, or help the set-up crew at Covenant please
let Gary Cynowa know after the Covenant Sunday ser-

vices or give him a call at (586) 291-0399.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

The Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening Bi-
ble Study will begin on September 8. Please check the
bulletin for times and dates. In a Bible study you are
guaranteed to learn something new and grow friend-
ships with others; everyone is invited to attend.
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PLEASE REMEMBER THESE
PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Armed Forces Members, including: Mark
Alm, Paul Farmer, Trevor Brown, Robert
Jarrett & Darryl Leija

June Begin

Al and Joe (medical treatments)

Phyllis Lloyd Downs

John Gigante (Chris DeGroot’s father)

Norm Haase

Alise Heslin, niece of Ed P.

Ron Joseph
Ruth McGraw
Peace in the World

People of Chile & Haiti following earthquakes

Annetta Pokrzywinski

Melissa Putt
Betty Radcliffe
Neil Stephenson

Praise the Lord for the birth of Hope Nevaeh Jas-
mund. This little girl was born on Aug. 6 weighing
6# 20z and 19”long. Her mother is Lynn Jasmund
and her father is the late Stan Kozak. Her proud

grandparents are Gary & Gloria Cynowa.

CHURCH OF THE COVENANT VOLUNTEERS
Head Usher — Gloria Cynowa Elder of Month — Gary Cynowa
Sept. 5 Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26

Ushers Mary Ann Krause Curt & Vicki Reynolds | Jill & Mike Alm Gary & Gloria Cynowa
Greeters Gloria Cynowa Jerri Portlance Sandi Haapala Barbara O’'Mara
|(.:,|0ffee Connie & Jeff Fuller Mary Jane Harcourt Gay & Ed Rapin Jerri Portlance

our
Cooki Scottie Sowden & Gloria Cynowa & Jean Plonkey & Jerri Portlance &

00KIES Dorothy Joseph Phyllis Haase Loraine Remesz Jill Scott
Nursery Available — | Please Contact Usher for Assistance
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

THE ARK — VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL ALL YEAR LONG!! &/ ~
L

Our “Survivor” adventure continues w.;@u.;, i
through the month of September! You
won’t want to miss all the fun we are
having each week. PLUS — “The Nick and Coo-
per Show” is better than ever! Nick seems to
really be learning about church and the bible
and has some surprising answers for Cooper.
You won’t want to miss what happens next!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE — WE
NEED YOU!

The Christian Education Committee is looking
for new members with helping hands and great
ideas. We welcome everyone who was a kid,
has kids, has grandkids, or is still a kid them-
selves (you should be able to find yourself in this
list somewhere). Please see Connie Fuller,
Diana Byks or Barbara Chadwick for more infor-
mation about our committee and meeting times.
We appreciate your continued support as we
strive to provide creative, fun and educational
learning opportunities for Church of the Cove-
nant.

WAL

Then children were brought to him that he might
lay his hands upon them and pray. The disci-
ples rebuked the people; but Jesus said, “Let
the children come to me and do not hinder them,
for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 19:13-14

OUTREACH

At the end of September we will be
participating in a project to assist

young children in a local Head Start

Class. Empty backpacks will be pro-

vided with a list of supplies needed to

fill each one. The filled backpacks will be deliv-
ered to the class in late October by Outreach
Committee members.

Six people from the congregation and the local
community are joining a mission group to help
rebuild homes damaged by Hurricane Katrina in
New Orleans, LA. This trip is planned by the
Presbytery and will leave October 30 and return
November 7. Travel will be by van pool with
other volunteers. The cost is $175 to the Pres-
bytery for lodging & meals and $50 for gas. See
the web site www.hands-on-mission.com/
Katrina9 for more information or speak to Gloria
Cynowa.

COMING EVENTS

FAMILY BREAKFAST ON 2ND. SATURDAYS

A few families are getting together monthly for a family
breakfast at the Ram's Horn on 23 Mile Road and Card.
We invite everyone to attend the next one on Saturday,
September 11 at 9:00 AM.

ROAST BEEF & PORK DINNER

On Saturday, September 18 from 2-5 pm there will be a
delicious dinner at church featuring roast beef, roast
pork, cole slaw, squash and corn on the cob. Come and
bring some friends. Cost is $20 a family or $10 a per-
son and kids eat free.

FREE FAMILY MOVIE

On September 17 at 7 pm there will be a free movie at
church with popcorn and pop provided. Come have a
fun night out with the family.

WOMEN'’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP

The Women’s Group met for a lovely breakfast at the
Riviera Restaurant on August 21. Thank you to our
hostess Margaret Neebes. The next meeting will be in
October at the home of Catha Huff.

EUCHRE NIGHT

Everyone is invited to come and play Euchre at Church
of the Covenant on Saturday, September 25 at 5:30 pm.
Cost is $5.00 and all skill levels are welcome. Refresh-
ments are for sale and prizes are given.

Please come on time as seats fill up —~

fast. Q

Last month there were over 100 (F?” . )
players. «(fw
SENIOR CARD CLUB & LUNCH ( \ K
A group for conversation and card playing meets at the
church on the 2nd. and 4th. Tuesday of every month.
You are invited to come and play Euchre or Pinochle.
Bring a sack lunch and coffee will be available. There is
a 50 cent donation to defray expenses. This group is

open to everyone in the community; see Phyllis Haase if
you have questions.

CHILI COOKOFF—TRUNK OR TREAT

Save the date of Friday, October 29 for the annual chili
cook-off. There will be a variety of delicious chili to eat
and judges will decide the winner.

This year something new will be added — people are
invited to come in costume and the children will be able
to trick or treat from car trunks in the parking lot!

So, start planning your costumes and decide how you
will decorate your car. Invite lots of children and their
families to attend the event. It should a great time for
everyone.
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Bible Study 7 pm 7 pm Praise Team
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9am Music Rehearsal 9 am Family Break-
10am Worship fast at Ram’s Horn,
Talkback with the Bible Study 10 am 23 Mi & Card
Pastor 11:35am 7 pm Outreach and

7pm AA Meeting Worship Committees Bible Study 7 pm 7 pm Praise Team

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9am Music Rehearsal
10am Worship 11-2 Senior Cards ROAST BEEF &

Talkback 11:35am

7pm AA Meeting

Bible Study 7 pm

7 pm Praise Team

7pm Free Family
Movie

PORK DINNER
2-5 pm
$10 Adult, $20 Family

19
9am Music Rehearsal
10am Worship

Talkback with the
Pastor 11:35am

20

7pm AA Meeting

21

7 pm Deacons

22

Bible Study 10 am

Bible Study 7 pm

23

7 pm Praise Team

24

25

9:45-10:30 Pack
Angel Food boxes
10:30-12:00 noon
Angel Food Delivery

Euchre 5:30 pm

26
9am Music Rehearsal
10am Worship

Talkback with the
Pastor 11:35am

27

7pm AA Meeting

28

11-2 Senior Cards

7 pm Adm. & Building
and Grounds

29

Bible Study 7 pm

30

7 pm Praise Team

VISION and MISSION STATEMENTS

Ouy Visiow is to be a welcoming, family-oriented, community-
engaged and imaginative Presbyterian Church.

Our Misscow is to love God, to grow as disciples of Jesus and to
make the world a better place.

The core values that inspire us to reach our vision and mission goals

are:

¥ Having faith in Jesus Christ

E S

¥ Sharing all that God gives us.

Serving the community needs

Exhibiting faith that works in real life

Understanding God'’s love is for all people

Contemporary Worship Sun. 10 a.m.
Come and praise the Lord

Sunday Morning Classes for Children
Coffee hour after service

Demonstrating kindness, honesty, and respect for all people

These core values direct us to focus on establishing lasting, intercon-

nected relationships with our God, family, congregation, community

and the world.

(approved by Session 11/14/06)
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23401 23 Mile Road, Macomb Twp., Ml 48042
www.covenantmacomb.org

(586) 948-2440
Pastor Jason Huff




WHAT DOES GOD CALL US TO DO AS CHRISTIANS?

God calls us to GROW:
Gather with other believers
Renew our minds
Outreach to the lost
W orship the Triune God

Hebrews 10:24-25, Romans 12:2, Matthew 28:19, Hebd:28-29

WHAT IS THE CHURCH'S CALL?

The Church LOVES:
L eads people to Jesus
Offers opportunities ﬁ
Values all people
Explores God and His Word
Supports its members

2 Timothy 4:1-2, 1 Corinthians 12:4-5, 1 Corinttgah:26-31, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Romans 12:4-
18



